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A MESSAGE FROM CHERYL 
     

                   TWO LITTLE BOYS 
A mother comes into IHN with a 5 year old and a 3 
year old.  The little ones have no idea where they are .  
They have been told they are going on vacation.  They 
thought IHN was  a pretty cool place.  It has a toy room 
with real toys.  They come back to check on Mommy 
and see her crying a lot.  They wonder why Daddy is 
no longer with them but Mommy covers up a lot by 
saying Daddy needed to go away for a while but Daddy 
loved them very much.  She tells the five year old that 
while his Daddy is gone,  he will be the man of the 
house.  A job he immediately takes very seriously.  He 
goes down the hall and starts checking and supervising 
his little brother.  He comes back to check on Mommy 
and she is still crying a lot.  He puts his little hands on 
her face and wipes away her tears and says “don't 
worry Mommy, I will take care of you now because I 
am the Man of the house”. 
    Many of our children do try to assume adult respon-
sibilities that a child should never have to assume.  It is 
usually the child sensing a need from Mommy and try-

ing to help no matter what it is.  Our children at IHN 
seem to have to grow up very (continued on page 3) 
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We thank all of our 
volunteers and con-
tributors for caring 
enough to give of 
their very best! 
 
Don Schneider 
Vice President/  

      The IHN of Greene County will hold its ELEVENTH ANNUAL GOLF 
MARATHON on May 16, 2011.  This year we will again be playing on the WGC 
Golf Course in Xenia.  This is a fund raising activity, and as last year, our goal is 
to have 40 golfers with a goal of each playing 100 holes of golf in one day.  The 
golf course will be dedicated to our use all day and there will be a lot of very 
valuable prizes !!  And, of course, there will be lots of food and drinks for the 
golfers.  The goal is for each golfer to obtain sponsors for $2,500.00 each and 
prizes will be awarded to the golfers who raise the most pledges.  We raised ap-
proximately $50,000.00 last year and we are shooting for $75,000 this year.  We 
are looking forward to this being another great event with everyone having a lot 
of fun while they raise funds for the IHN.  If you want to play in the Golf Mara-
thon please call Don Schneider at 232-1806 or email at info@ihnofgreeneco.org.  

ELEVENTH ANNUAL  GOLF  MARATHON 

THE SCHNEIDER HOUSE OF HOPE IS 
OPEN!! 
After seven years, the renovation of 
the old donated Francis Inn building 
at 124 S. Detroit St in Xenia, Ohio, 
has been completed.  The first host-
ing of displaced families occurred 
on June 27, 2010 and the building 
was dedicated as “The Schneider 
House” during a public dedication 

and open house on August 1, 2010.  In the January IHN 
Board of Trustees meeting held on January 20, 2011, the 
Board of Trustees supplemented the name to now be “The 
Schneider House of Hope”, reflecting the key value of IHN, 
a source of hope for the homeless. From mid 2003 until 
today over 30,000 volunteer hours have been donated by 
over 1050 people, to help with the renovation of this build-
ing.  These volunteers and donated supplies, equipment and 
services assisted greatly in the renovation process allowing 
us to keep the actual funds expenditures under $350,000.  If 

this project had been completed under contract, the esti-
mated costs would probably have exceeded $1 million. 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

     

 A Community Response for Homeless Families 

     ONE OF IHN’S MANY SUCCESS   
STORIES 

 

This story reveals just one of the success stories of IHN’s 
guests.   One family that recently 
left IHN became homeless when 
the father, Franklin (name 
changed), lost his job due to a fall 
he took from a 90-foot roof he 
was replacing.  The fall resulted 

in a very serious back injury, and he was in a body cast for 
about 50 days.  (He and the other IHN families called it his 
“turtle shell.”)  His wife, Amelia, was and is employed in 
retail sales, and his two children, Frankie and Allison, at-
tend Xenia Schools.  They have found a home through 
Greene Metropolitan’s Rapid Rehousing Program.  Frank-
lin is still unable to work due to back swelling and pain 
from his injury.  The family returns to IHN to visit at least 
once a week.  They have developed a close bond with the 
IHN staff and with other guest families 
################################################ 

We also celebrate birthdays with a party and gifts!!!  Here 
two of our children are celebrating with ice cream and cake 
brought in by one of our volunteers. 
                               HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! 

FUND-RAISING PLAN ADOPTED 

IHN has adopted a fund-raising plan that calls for at least four annual events to insure ongoing support for the plan:  
a Walk of Hope for the Homeless in March, a Golf Marathon in May, a Miniature Golf Marathon in August, and a 
Zombie Walk for the Homeless in October (around Halloween).  The plan will solicit support not only from IHN’s 
hosting churches but also from businesses in the Greene County Community.   Members of IHN’s Fund-Raising 
Team include Jan Christian, Jim Evans, Don Schneider, Warner Simpson, and Debbie Williams. 
 

Most participating network congregations have identified an IHN event person or committee to coordinate the event.  
These persons will provide guidance to IHN’s fund-raising team regarding event planning, will advertise the event in 
their churches using materials provided by IHN, and will organize their church’s participation in the event.  To help 
out, or for further information, please contact Jim Evans, jevans1@notes.udayton.edu., 937-212-8554. 

NEW BOARD MEMBERS 
The call for new IHN board members has been 

very well received.  Joining us for the first 

time at our January 20th meeting were Rex 

Easley, Laurie Krakowiak, and Nimfa Simpson.  

Ken Martin has also joined the board.  We still 

need more board members, if you can help 

please call Don Schneider at 937-232-1806. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~       

ADDITIONAL HELP NEEDED  
We are in great need of adding churches to 

the IHN Network.  The challenge of providing 

shelter, meals, hospitality and overnight host-

ing is currently being spread over too few 

churches.  Please call Katrina Bailey 372-0705 

to sign up your church or yourself to help out.  

We’d love to have you come in to visit our new 

center at 124 South Detroit Street. 
 

********************************* 

IHN WALK OF HOPE 

The first 2011 fund raising event will occur at 2;00 
PM on Sunday afternoon, March 27.  Persons signing 
up to walk the two-mile course will register and pay a 
$20.00 fee to join in the walk, and will be asked to 
bring sponsor forms gathered from other persons and 
community businesses, all in support of IHN’s emer-
gency homeless shelter at the Schneider House of 
Hope.  Refreshments will be served. 
 
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

NEW SOFTWARE  
IHN has just purchased GiftWorks fund-raising 

software.  This product will permit us to easily 

organize donations and pledges; manage and 

track donors, mailings and volunteer informa-

tion; more rapidly send out fundraising mail-

ings; easily post donations to accounting soft-

ware; manage events easily; accept donations 

on line through our website; and generate the 

reports we need with ease.  



HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! 
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(TWO LITTLE BOYS  continued from page 1) 
quickly before they reach our doors.  Many children have 
had to take on adult concerns that children of their ages 
should never know about, let alone feel the responsibility 
is theirs to take upon themselves.   
 We at the Schneider House of Hope try our best 
to make a child feel like a child.  Birthdays are always 
celebrated (hey, even Scooby Doo’s Birthday was cele-
brated).  We go to as many free children’s functions as 
we can.  The tooth fairy, the Easter Bunny , and Santa 
make regular stops at IHN.   

 After all, a child deserves to be a  child! 
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

 

  STATISTICS FOR 2010 
 

Total calls requesting assistance                        10,413 
Total applications to enter IHN       80 
Total number of families served          22 
Total number of people in these families        72 
Number of children of these families       39 
Average length of stay in IHN in days      55 
Total number of meals served                       10,005 
Total number of bed nights provided             3,335 
Families moved into permanent housing   89% 
Primary reason for coming to IHN            Foreclosure 
 

___________ 

******************************************

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!!!!! 
 

We continue to need volunteers to help around the 
Schneider House of Hope.  There are many tasks that can 
be completed such as stuffing envelopes, cleaning toys, 
cleaning rooms that have been vacated getting them 
ready for the next occupants, overnight hosts, meal 
preparation and hosting, read to the children, do crafts 
with children, play games, tutor the children, etc.  If you 
are available for one of these tasks, please call Katrina at 
372-0705.  She will be glad to add you to her list of vol-
unteers and explain to you how and when you can help. 
 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
DONATIONS ACCEPTED ON-LINE 

By the time you receive this newsletter the Interfaith 
Hospitality Network of Greene County should be able to 
accept donations via credit card on-line through our web 
site at ihnofgreeneco.org.  By going to our web site and 
finding the link to on-line donations you will be able to 
donate to the IHN with any major credit cards including 
American Express Card.  Your donations will be auto-
matically recorded in our new Giftworks software de-
scribed on page 2 and a letter of receipt and appreciation 
automatically printed.  We hope this makes it easier for 
you to contribute to our cause. Thank you for your dona-

BABY CLOSET NEEDS 
• Baby Wipes 
• Diapers, size 5,6 
• Pull-Ups 
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SCHNEIDER HOUSE NEEDS  

 

If a specific brand name is listed, any generic 
substitution will do. 
• All purpose antibacterial cleaner like Lysol, Com-

plete or 4 in 1 or generic 
• White Vinegar, gallon size 
• Toilet bowl cleaner 
• Clorox Wipes or generic 
• Scrubbing Bubbles or generic 
• Lysol spray or generic 
• Laundry detergent (must be HE for high-efficiency 

machines) 
• Laundry stain remover, Zout works well 
• Fabric Softener 
• Dryer Sheets 
• Zippered vinyl mattress covers (twin size) 
• Cake mixes and frosting for kid’s birthdays 
• Napkins 
• Juice boxes or pouches 
• Individual bags of potato chips 
• Granulated sugar 
• Tea bags 
• Socks (men’s, women’s, boys and girls 
• PRAYER — (many of the children have been sick 

with colds) 
 

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

YES, we have wee ones in our Schneider House of 
Hope also!!!  Can you imagine trying to live out of a car 
with this one and two siblings just two or three years 
older?  We are privileged to be able to help these in 
need.  We hope you can help us also. 



 
MISSION  STATEMENT 

The Interfaith Hospitality Network of Greene County is a nonprofit interfaith 
ministry committed to uniting the religious community in Greene County to 
provide shelter, meals and assistance to homeless families.  Our mission is to 

reach out as messengers of God, reflecting His unconditional love with 
compassion and acceptance, providing help, hope and a safe haven for our 
guests while they seek permanent employment and affordable housing. 
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