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	HOSPITALITY

The Schneider House of Hope

Interfaith Hospitality Network of Greene County, Inc.

	                                                         CHRISTMAS APPEAL                                            December 2011


The Stork Was on Its Way  We would like to share this “Christmas Story” written by a  mother who delivered her baby while residing at the “inn” known as IHN.  She, her husband and children now have their own apartment.

Congratulations, you’re pregnant! A phrase that brings instant joy and happiness to everyone. You are filled with joy and anticipation. Will it be a girl or a boy? Blond hair or brown? Hoping just that it is healthy. This baby will be a welcome addition for its brother and sisters. They can't wait!

 

All is right with the world until an unexpected job loss. Everything you have saved is gone at a very quick rate. Then all of a sudden there are no more savings and you see everything in your world spiraling out of control.

Then the infamous knock on the door and an eviction has been ordered. What can we do? Where do we go? We stay with family as long as possible; then there is nowhere else to go but to a shelter. The excitement and anticipation of the upcoming baby is filled with fear. What will a shelter be like? Are we in danger? Are we putting our children in harm’s way? Then we have to face it. 

 

We make our appointment and go for our initial visit. It doesn't look anything like we've seen on TV. There are other children there and ours fit right in and begin playing.  We are shown our bedrooms. The staff decided that since the baby will be coming soon and some complications have set in I should stay in the downstairs bedroom while my husband and our other children stay in the upstairs bedroom. So we decide this is where we need to be.  Days turn into a couple of weeks and we don't know who is more excited about the baby's birth, the staff or us. The day arrives when we are off to the hospital. I find out all of the other people at the shelter are helping my husband with the children. It is finally time to go home. 

 

A few weeks ago I never would have thought I would be calling Interfaith Hospitality Network our home, but that is what it has turned into. Staff members have become our family as well. Interfaith is not at all like what the television portrays.  In a very few weeks we will be going into our new home. We once again have allowed ourselves to get excited. By the way, baby Emma is now 2 weeks old and is loved by everyone.
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Families enjoying crafts in the dining room
Our Mission at IHN is Biblically Based  We are blessed with the opportunity to serve displaced families, in accordance with Jesus’ teachings as recorded in Matthew 25: 35-40.

35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’   40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

Families Achieving Sustainable Independence  Families are housed at IHN for up to sixty days and attend classes at IHN while they seek permanent housing and employment.  They are referred to various community resources to assist them in their service needs, and receive in-house counseling to enable them to be self-sufficient.  Eighty-nine per cent (89%) of families leaving IHN achieve permanent housing.

The Cost of Serving Displaced Families  By far the greatest portion of the budget goes to operating costs to service displaced families twenty-four hours per day, seven days per week.  The budget of $165,000 breaks down to $13,750 per month or $452 per day.  We believe that this is a phenomenally low amount to shelter an average of 20-24 guests at a time, because IHN’s staff members do a terrific job of managing costs!  IHN receives no local, state or federal government funding.  Our primary sources of funding are donors like you and our Network churches. See our website for more details on our expenditures and sources of funding::  www.ihnofgreeneco.org/.
We Need More Churches To Join IHN Network   IHN depends on a Network of churches to provide meals and overnight hosting.  Currently, there are only nine (9) churches in the Network providing meals.  There is no church signed up to provide meals and overnight hosting for 29 weeks during 2012!  If your church is not currently among these nine, please consider making it your ministry by joining the Network.  Please contact Katrina Bailey:  372-0705 or Katrina.D.Bailey@sbcglobal.net 
This Letter is An Appeal for Your Support  Please prayerfully consider helping out again with your donations and your offers of time and talent during the Thanksgiving and Christmas season and throughout the year.  A donation envelope is enclosed.  
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Cheryl Carter, Executive Director
P.S.  Your donation will help make sure that future babies will have a warm and safe bed at the IHN “inn.”
Schneider House of Hope
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IHN of Greene County

124 South Detroit St.
Xenia, OH  45385
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